
 
Across 
 

3. After protecting the dural sac, additional ___ in the lateral gutter of the 
spinal canal may be reoved with a large curette or a Cloward rongeur. 

7. ___ sutures are used in th esupraspinous ligament and subcutaneous 
tissue. 

11. A blunt nerve ___ is used to explore the nerve roots and extradural space. 
13. The ___ nerve root retractor may be used. 
14. The correct surgical level is verified by lateral ___ x-ray film. 
16. After the spinous processes are removed and the bone edges are waxed, 

the ligamentum ___ and laminae are denuded with a curette and 
Cottonoid is placed through the incsion to protect the underlying dura. 

17. After a midline vertical or paramedian incsion is made at the operative site 
and self-retaing retractors are placed, the ___ is incised in the midline 
with Mayo scissors, electrosurgical cutting tip or a scalpel. 

18. Bleeding from the epidural veins may be controlled with cottonoid strips or 
careful coagulation with a bipolar ___ forceps. 

20. The patient is generally placed in prone or ___ positon for a laminectomy. 
21. After the dura is protected, a window is cut into the ___ ligament. 
22. The name of a self-retaining retractor often used during a laminectomy. 

Down 
 

1. ___ patties/strips may be placed to aid in hemostasis. 
2. Rongeurs are used to remove the ___ after edges are deifned with the a 

curette. 
4. After nerve roots are cautiously retracted to expose a herniated disk, care 

should be taken to avoid damage to the aorta, vena cava and the 
branches of the vertebral venous plexus., when removing the herniated 
disk. 

5. The ___ muscels and periosteum are stripped off the laminae with sharp 
periosteal elevators. 

6. Sharp dissection is used to expose both sides of the spinous ___. 
8. ___ is the interruption of spinal nerve roots for relief of intractable pain. 
9. A ___ is used to remove the spinous processes over the involved area. 
10. One way to identify extruded ___ material material from bone and muscle 

is that it tends to stick to instuments. 
11. Bone wax is used for ___. 
12. When the ligamentum flavu is excised, care is taken to prevent damage to 

the ___ veins. 
15. Rongeurs are used to remove bony areas until the cord and its dural 

covering is exposed and ___. 
16. Bone drills may be used to reduce the bone down to the epidural ___. 
19. Prior to closure of the incision, the wound is ___ to remove debri and all 

cottonoid and sponges are removed. 
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